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| am delighted to proclaim the
holding of the 31st Lacrosse
International Friendship Games here
in Edogawa City. Upon this proud
occasion, | extend the warmest
welcomes to the players, coaches and
all the other participants.

On behalf of the Edogawa
community, it is a great honor to be
holding the International Lacrosse
Friendship Games 2025 between a
powerful overseas team and the
Japanese National Team here, at
SPEARS EDORIKU FIELD.

On this occasion, the English
Women’s National Team has come to
Japan to compete against the
Japanese Women’s National Team.
Both of these teams will be taking part
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efforts to further raise their individual
skills and teamwork. Today, we look
forward to outstanding play from the
best players of both nations in
generating maximum momentum for
the coming tournament, while likewise helping to cultivate foster even
greater levels of friendship and interaction between Great Britain and
Japan.

Also scheduled for this day is the Lacrosse Japan Challenge 2025
match between the Japan Men’s U20 National Team and regular Japan
Men’s National Team. For the U20 Lacrosse Japanese Men’s National
Team, this will serve as a vital preliminary match for the 2025 World
Lacrosse Men’s U20 Championship coming up this August on Jeju
Island in Korea. Here again, | am confident that the young athletes
taking part will do their best against the Japan National Team with
maximum strength and spirit, mounting expanded levels of skills and
confidence in preparation for their upcoming international challenge.

Lacrosse is often described as the “world” s fastest paced martial art
played with a ball.” Looking ahead, Japan is scheduled to host the 2026
World Lacrosse Women’s World Championship and the 2027 World
Lacrosse Men’s World Championship. Then, at the Los Angeles 2028
Summer Olympic Games, lacrosse will return as an official Olympic
event for the first time in 120 years. In this way, we have a steady series
of opportunities to support Japan’s lacrosse athletes in their matches
against overseas teams, helping to expand interest in this sport going
forward.

Japan Lacrosse National Teams have steadily raised their level of play
in recent years, achieving great results on the global stage. Such
progress owes in great part to the long, enthusiastic initiatives to
promote Lacrosse by Mr. Yusuke Sasaki, President and Representative
Director of the Japan Lacrosse Association, and all those involved, under
the principle represented by the slogan “Lacrosse makes Friends.” As
such, please join me in extending our most profound gratitude and
esteem to these highly committed individuals.

Last but certainly not least, | have the utmost expectations for
exciting and hard-fought matches, and wish all of the athletes the very
best of luck and success in this top-caliber sporting event.
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The Japan Lacrosse
Association(JLA) has
a slogan that has
always been
important to us:
“Lacrosse Makes
Friends.” This is the
words of Norio
Endo, the first

President of the JLA, %\ﬁ;&&k
a second-generation HAZ 7w 2tha
Japanese American ARR
who had been a A5 22 R Ao
Prisoner of war in

the US. Internment JLA Chairman

camp during the
WW II. The slogan is

based on the strong

Yusuke Sasaki

hope that the friendships between the young
generation that transcend national borders,
fostered through lacrosse, will last a lifetime,
and that if each individual becomes a future
leader of his or her country, all conflicts and
disputes in the world can be avoided and
resolved. He understood the importance of
“peace” and “cross-cultural communication”
more than anyone else, and entrusted Japanese
students and lacrosse with the solution to this

social agenda.

In this sense, this international friendship
games is the symbolic of the origins of lacrosse
in Japan. We hope that this game between the
National teams of the British and Japanese
lacrosse SIXES will be a wonderful opportunity
to deepen the friendship between the two
countries and to contribute to the high
performance of each teams.
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British Ambassador to Japan
Julia Longbottom

I m delighted to welcome the Great
Britain women's lacrosse team to Japan
and to wish them all the very best of
luck for their matches here. | would also
like to express my thanks to the Japan
Lacrosse Association for hosting the
International Lacrosse Friendship Games
in Tokyo. Our countries share a great
love of sport, and the UK and Japan
have many great sporting connections.
I'm delighted that lacrosse will add
another chapter to this story, and | know
the team will be looking forward to
testing their mettle against some great
Japanese opponents.

I hope this tour will witness some
great lacrosse, displays of individual and
team brilliance, and that it will serve to
enhance further our sporting friendship.



