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| am delighted to proclaim the
holding of the 31st Lacrosse
International Friendship Games here
in Edogawa City. Upon this proud
occasion, | extend the warmest
welcomes to the players, coaches and
all the other participants.

On behalf of the Edogawa
community, it is a great honor to be
holding the International Lacrosse
Friendship Games 2025 between a
powerful overseas team and the
Japanese National Team here, at
SPEARS EDORIKU FIELD.

On this occasion, the English
Women’s National Team has come to
Japan to compete against the
Japanese Women’s National Team.
Both of these teams will be taking part

LRI &
FrgE &

in the upcoming World Games 2025 Mayor of
set for Chengdu, China this August. | .
am certain that these athletes are Edogawa Clty
vigorously preparing for that event, in . .

J v preparng Takeshi Saito

efforts to further raise their individual
skills and teamwork. Today, we look
forward to outstanding play from the
best players of both nations in
generating maximum momentum for
the coming tournament, while likewise helping to cultivate foster even
greater levels of friendship and interaction between Great Britain and
Japan.

Also scheduled for this day is the Lacrosse Japan Challenge 2025
match between the Japan Men’s U20 National Team and regular Japan
Men’s National Team. For the U20 Lacrosse Japanese Men’s National
Team, this will serve as a vital preliminary match for the 2025 World
Lacrosse Men’s U20 Championship coming up this August on Jeju
Island in Korea. Here again, | am confident that the young athletes
taking part will do their best against the Japan National Team with
maximum strength and spirit, mounting expanded levels of skills and
confidence in preparation for their upcoming international challenge.

Lacrosse is often described as the “world” s fastest paced martial art
played with a ball.” Looking ahead, Japan is scheduled to host the 2026
World Lacrosse Women’s World Championship and the 2027 World
Lacrosse Men’s World Championship. Then, at the Los Angeles 2028
Summer Olympic Games, lacrosse will return as an official Olympic
event for the first time in 120 years. In this way, we have a steady series
of opportunities to support Japan’s lacrosse athletes in their matches
against overseas teams, helping to expand interest in this sport going
forward.

Japan Lacrosse National Teams have steadily raised their level of play
in recent years, achieving great results on the global stage. Such
progress owes in great part to the long, enthusiastic initiatives to
promote Lacrosse by Mr. Yusuke Sasaki, President and Representative
Director of the Japan Lacrosse Association, and all those involved, under
the principle represented by the slogan “Lacrosse makes Friends.” As
such, please join me in extending our most profound gratitude and
esteem to these highly committed individuals.

Last but certainly not least, | have the utmost expectations for
exciting and hard-fought matches, and wish all of the athletes the very
best of luck and success in this top-caliber sporting event.

02

BARZVOX@BRITE. §FoEARENCLT
&7z MLacrosse Makes Friends.] &5 XO—
AYBHVET, TNE. KFEFEHRFETOXK
INBFCHBEORRZRD. BR-EHKEA
D/ VATV F—=HK LA by TOEETY,
SUOXZBELCTCE>EEBEZBAEWNH
KRELTORBF—EEDT, FR EADHE
B —2—lchhid #RAPDHY EH5
DB PHRISERBRTES LW DL
FEVAABH SN TWET, 1980 FHDBKR
BEBOPTEM LI Y F—KIE" F/"
EVENEODAZ2Z -3 ORYEE
A—BERL, ZTOHRRFEOHRRZ, HE
DEELEZ7OXICGELIEDT LT,

ZOEKRTH, ZOEBREASIE. BE
SUVAORADERTHLH ) RENGEHSLEDOT
Y. SE. BB 70X SIXES KRDEAH
MEORFERDB L LEBIC, RRBILICE
MIBERBESLVWKRICESIEZBEO>TL
Y,

The Japan Lacrosse
Association(JLA) has
a slogan that has
always been
important to us:
“Lacrosse Makes
Friends.” This is the
words of Norio
Endo, the first

President of the JLA, %\ﬁ;&&k
a second-generation HAZ 7w 2tha
Japanese American ARR
who had been a A5 22 R Ao
Prisoner of war in

the US. Internment JLA Chairman

camp during the
WW II. The slogan is

based on the strong

Yusuke Sasaki

hope that the friendships between the young
generation that transcend national borders,
fostered through lacrosse, will last a lifetime,
and that if each individual becomes a future
leader of his or her country, all conflicts and
disputes in the world can be avoided and
resolved. He understood the importance of
“peace” and “cross-cultural communication”
more than anyone else, and entrusted Japanese
students and lacrosse with the solution to this

social agenda.

In this sense, this international friendship
games is the symbolic of the origins of lacrosse
in Japan. We hope that this game between the
National teams of the British and Japanese
lacrosse SIXES will be a wonderful opportunity
to deepen the friendship between the two
countries and to contribute to the high
performance of each teams.

DU, RERFZIOAREKT—
LZEARICELATEET L% KB
BLLBVET, RREFOEITAD,
AATOAAECHEDICHERETES
L5, DLV CRESHYWLLET,
Tl 2O IS0 RERRERSE]
ZRRCABE LTS LE >R BHE
EANBEZ 7V ORBERDEE LITIE.
D&Y BHERLLFET,

AEIEAR—YEZRCEL, BEE
BARICIEZSDRES LLWAR—YD
BHhUNBYEYT, ZLT. Z70X
NZDORIFOFESICH G 1 EXMA
5T EEREBRFRLLBVET, &
ERERF—LIE. BROBEF—LE
DREEELHFICLTWVWBRTETLL
S,

REED. BELETL—PF—L
T—UDREDHBERY, TLTHKE
DAR—YDHDBESITRES L%,
> THENET,

Ex H 3t E ok fE
Y2V -mvvyIZREF LA

British Ambassador to Japan
Julia Longbottom

I m delighted to welcome the Great
Britain women's lacrosse team to Japan
and to wish them all the very best of
luck for their matches here. | would also
like to express my thanks to the Japan
Lacrosse Association for hosting the
International Lacrosse Friendship Games
in Tokyo. Our countries share a great
love of sport, and the UK and Japan
have many great sporting connections.
I'm delighted that lacrosse will add
another chapter to this story, and | know
the team will be looking forward to
testing their mettle against some great
Japanese opponents.

I hope this tour will witness some
great lacrosse, displays of individual and
team brilliance, and that it will serve to
enhance further our sporting friendship.
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Performance Director
Chris Russell

We're delighted by the
confirmation that we will play the
Japanese National Team in Tokyo
this coming June. This trip will
play a significant part in our
performance roadmap, as we
continue to look towards the
LA28 Olympic Games. I'm pleased
we have a wondeful opportunity
to continue to strengthen our
relationship with the JLA and
wider lacrosse communtiy in
Japan.

On behalf of everyone at British
Lacrosse, I'd like to extend our
thanks to the JLA for all of the
support and hospitality we have
received to date, and we look
forward to being able to
reciprocate with a UK based

competitive series in the future.
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Head Coach
Ailsa Stott

What a fantastic opportunity
this is for the Great Britain
women’ s team to visit Japan
and play the Japan National
Team. We are very grateful for
the hospitality already shown by
the JLA, and I" m sure this tour
and our participation in the
Friendship Games will be great
preparation for both teams as we
build towards the World Games
in Chengdu, China this August.
And of course as we all look
ahead to LA2028 and the chance
to showcase sixes lacrosse on the
Olympic stage!

For many of our players and
staff this will be their first time
visiting Tokyo, so we are really
excited to experience the
culture, the sites, the sounds, the
food and of course the
world-class lacrosse that we
know is to be found in Japan!
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On the occasion of the 31st International Lacrosse
Friendship Match, we would like to extend our heartfelt
gratitude to all individuals and organizations whose
unwavering support and cooperation have made this
event possible. We are especially honored to welcome the
Great Britain Women's National Lacrosse Team to Japan.

Your presence here, despite the demands on your time %31 [
?nrlzcéweedlﬁmnt%ijsotlg&erér:eﬁeply appreciated by everyone 57w 2 EEEERE

This match marks a significant milestone for us—it is the %ﬁﬁiﬁ%ﬁ%
first time in six years that we have had the opportunity to
host an international representative team on Japanese soil *L}LLI ﬁ%g‘
since welcoming the Australian Men’ s National Team in
2019. The COVID-19 pandemic brought about an extended
pause in global sporting exchange, making this moment
even more meaningful. We are reminded once again of
the unique and powerful role sports play in bridging
nations and communities. The revival of such
opportunities for international exchange is a deeply
welcome and encouraging step forward for the lacrosse
community in Japan.

In recent years, Japanese athletes have shown
remarkable performances on the global stage. From the
record-breaking medal tally achieved at last year’ s Paris
Olympic Games to the extraordinary achievements of
Shohei Ohtani of the Los Angeles Dodgers in Major League Baseball, the spirit and power of
sports have continued to move and inspire people across our country. These
accomplishments remind us of the profound emotional and cultural impact that sports can
have—not only as competition, but as a shared human experience.

Lacrosse, too, stands at an important turning point. In 2028, the sport will make its
long-awaited return to the Olympic stage. This presents an incredible opportunity to raise
the profile of lacrosse not only in Japan, but around the world. We believe that now is the
time for lacrosse to become a source of inspiration—to move hearts, build bridges, and
connect communities across borders.

Looking ahead, Japan will play host to two historic events: the Women's World Lacrosse
Championship in 2026, followed by the Men's World Lacrosse Championship in 2027. As the
host country, we accept the responsibility and honor of preparing to welcome athletes,
officials, and fans from across the globe. This journey requires a commitment to growth,
excellence, and hospitality. The experiences and lessons gained from this international
friendship match will serve as an invaluable foundation for those upcoming world
championships.

In organizing this event, our top priorities have been to ensure a safe, smooth, and
professional experience for all players, officials, and spectators. We are committed to creating
an environment where athletes can showcase their abilities to the fullest, and where every
visitor, whether participating or observing, walks away with lasting memories and a deeper
appreciation for the sport of lacrosse.

We would also like to express our sincere appreciation to the British Embassy in Tokyo.
Your support in facilitating this international sporting exchange has been instrumental in
bringing this tournament to life. It is through your cooperation that this match has become
not only a competition, but a powerful symbol of friendship and cultural exchange between
Japan and the United Kingdom. This event exemplifies the potential of sports to strengthen
diplomatic and personal bonds between our two nations.

Finally, we wish to acknowledge and thank all those who have worked tirelessly behind the
scenes to make this event possible. From the organizing committee and operational staff to
team managers, volunteers, and countless others whose efforts may go unseen—this event
would not have come together without your dedication. We are also deeply grateful to all the
fans and spectators who have gathered here today to support the teams and celebrate the
sport.

It is our sincere hope that this event will further contribute to the growth of lacrosse in
Japan and worldwide, and that it will serve as a stepping stone to even greater opportunities
for international friendship through sport. May the bonds formed here continue to flourish,

Headquarters Chief

Kosei Matsuyama

and may the excitement and passion ignited today carry forward into the future of lacrosse. 03
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Japan Lacrosse Association has sponsored the International Lacrosse Friendship Games
every summer since 1989. In the past, teams from Australia , Canada , England, USA
and Wales have visited Japanese , exhibiting their advanced lacrosse skills & knowledge
against Japanese teams.

The visiting & Japanese participants have availed themselves of this opportunity to
understand each other's values.

JLA hopes that the Friendship Games will continue to be utilized in gathering people
together from different cultures for one common experience.

Bk b MERICH T 2ERERSEL AP S, [RF | LIANOSINE P BIESTOESR
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Here , the "players" are not the sole participants & for many , the International Lacrosse
Friendship Games begin way before the visiting teams were selected.

Numerous non-players take part in the process of preparation while increasingtheir
curiosity to the new culture and values. The sportsmanship and commitment of players
from each country has inspired players and audiencealike. Even for some visiting players ,
this is their first international experience.

Beside lacrosse activities , the visitors will have the opportunity to stay withJapanese
host families and participate in city tours , sharing cultural

experiences with Japanese people.JLA looks forward to inviting additional participants
from different countries of different regions.
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Dylan
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Centaurs

University of NottinghamZ&
Euro Lax 2024,

US Lacrosse Experience 2024

Lauren
Hart

Exeter University
US Lax Experience 24

Laura
Merrifield
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Guildford Gators
Maryland Z&
TWG 2022,
Eurolax 2022
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Edinburghz&

TWG 2022,

Canada Super Sixes 24,
Euro Lax 22, Euro Lax 24
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Minty
Loxton

Durham UniversityZ&
Canada super sixes 24,
Hong Kong Super sixes 2023

30m%

Hawks Lacrosse Club
Loughborough UniversityZs
TWG 2022

Eurolax 2022, 2024,
Indianapolis US Experience

Emily
Gray

LoughboroughZ&
Canada Super Sixes 24,
Hong Kong Super Sixes 23

Sienna
Parekh

21%

Nottingham

HK super sixes 2023
USA lax experience2024

The British Women's Team brings together the best players from England,
Scotland and Wales to proudly represent our joint nation of Great Britain.
We aim to celebrate our differences and blend them into a stronger, unified
force. This tour will be the first time a GB team has travelled to Japan and
we can't wait to test ourselves against many of the best lacrosse players in
the Asia-Pacific region. And of course the tour will be a taste of what is to
come in the World Games in Chengdu in August - when GB and Japan will
meet again in Pool A, alongside China and Canada. Thank you for welcom-
ing us to Japan and good luck to everyone who will be playing this week!
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Centaurs

Durham UniversityZ&
Canada super sixes 24,

Hong Kong Super sixes 2023
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Centaurs

Exeterzs

Canada Super Sixes 2024
Euro Lax Winners 2024
US Lax Experience Tournament 2024

Olivia
Wimpenny
297%

Oxton Lacrosse Club
University of ManchesterZ
TWG 2022,

Euro Lax 2022, 2024,
Indianapolis 2024

Emilie
Chandler
271%

Blues

Leeds Beckettz&

TWG 2017 and 2022,
Canada Super Sixes 2024,
Euro Lax 2022,

Hong Kong Super sixes 2023

Kate
Nelson Lee
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Hannah
Whiteley

295%

Hawks

University of Edinburgh (BSC),
University of Glasgow (MSc)2
Canada Super Sixes 24

227%

Nottingham University
Hong Kong sixes 2023
Euro lax sixes 2024
Indianapolis acrosse experience 2024

Zoe

Dickson

267%

Edinburgh Thistle
Edinburgh UniversityZ&
HK super sixes 2023

Lottie
Robertson
27r%

Hawks

Bathz&

Hong Kong Sixes 2023,
Eurolax 2024,

USA Lax Experience 2024

Andrew
Jones

Age

Team

University / College
National Team
Experience
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Miho Sakurai
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- "I Negai Nakazawa
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University of Louisville
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Head Coach
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‘: Masakazu Nagashima
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AR
2015U19,2017WC
2022TWG,2025APLU

R &2

Yume Azuma
HARAN2ER-235%
Jaguars

BAKFE
2022WC,2024U20

On behalf of the Japan Women'’s National Lacrosse Team, | would like to
express my sincere gratitude for the opportunity to host an international
friendly match with an overseas team for the first time in eight years.

Our team is preparing to compete in The World Games this August, where
we aim to bring home a medal. This international friendly match against
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Yoko Shibata
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and speed.

Team Great Britain—ranked among the top four teams in the world—pres-

SIXES ZFBARKIE
202548 A7 B~17 BICPEARENE - EHICTITHON S,
The World Games 2025 [ZHBi5 L £ 9.

4 Field A &

I

Assistant GM

1 Maika Tomura
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167cm

NeO
BARGERFEE
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il ERR

1 Shihomi Hosoume
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FUSION
AT E
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e BA

1 Nene Kawai
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: NeO

| FBRAFE
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E% BE

"1 Aika Wako
[}

HEATER 297
MISTRAL
A FRATE

ents a rare and valuable opportunity to gauge where we
stand on the global stage.

We are determined to take on this challenge head-on
with a new brand of Japanese lacrosse—built on strength
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Spearhead | High Intensity
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|
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81 AT/OFMF i X 88 DF SH 3k
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Team Coordinator iR {8t Athletic trainer —[ R# Strength & Conditioning NI #&3Z
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1 Yuka Yoshizawa |' 1 Katsuhiro Ichihara !
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Thank you for coming to the venue today. This is our only chance to play in
front of you all in Japan. We will demonstrate the "SPEARHEAD" spirit and
"HIGH INTENSITY" lacrosse we have honed over the past six months on the
field, and will face the Japan Men's National Team with confidence, dedica-
tion, tenacity, and all our might for 60 minutes. Your support will definitely
give our players strength. We appreciate your warm support!
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Team Coordinator )l EIk

We are aiming to win the Asia-Pacific Championship to be held in New Zealand
in January next year. This tournament will also serve as a qualifier for the 2027
World Championship, and we will defeat the powerful Australian team to seize
the title of "No. 1 in Asia."
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clashing!

Our team philosophy, "Stick Out!!", embodies our determination to break
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through our unconscious limitations and break through to the world level, as well
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as our strong will to lead Japanese lacrosse to new heights.
The U20 national team are comrades and rivals who share the
future. We hope you will be excited by the sight of our pride
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Headquarters Chief

Headquarters

STAFF

Manager, Men's Match Operations
Manager, Women's Match Operations
Manager, Information Services
Manager, Main Stand Operations
Manager, External Zoning Operations
Manager, Ticketing & Admissions
Manager, Social Media Operations

Manager, Announcements & Commentary
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Hiroki Watanabe
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Aoi Shimada
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Kona Sato
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